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ASSIGNMENT 



WHEREAS, I, Rebecca Xiong (hereinafter referred to a s ASSIGNOR), 
of the City of Cambridge, the State of Massachusetts am an inventor of an invention 
entitled High Density Visualizations for Threaded Information, as described and 
claimed in the specification forming part of an application for United States letters 
patent filed September 9, 1999 and designated as Application No. 09/392,468; 

WHEREAS Microsoft Corporation (hereinafter referred to as 
ASSIGNEE), a corporation of the State of Washington having a place of business at 
One Microsoft Way, Redmond, WA 98052, is desirous of acquiring t he entire right, 
title and interest in and to the invention and in and to any letters patent that may be 
granted therefor in the United States and in any and all foreign countries; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in exchange for good and valuab le 
consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, ASSIGMOR hereby 
sells, assigns and transfers unto said ASSIGNEE, the entire right, titl e and interest in 
and to said invention, said application and any and all letters patent which may be 
granted for said invention in the United States of America and its territorial 
possessions and in any and all foreign countries, and in any and all divisions, 
reissues and continuations thereof, including the right to file foreign applications 
directly in the name of ASSIGNEE and to claim priority rights deriving from said 
United States application to which said foreign applications are entitl ed by virtue of 
international convention, treaty or otherwise, said invention, application and all 
letters patent on said invention to be held and enjoyed by ASSIGNE E and its 
successors and assigns for their use and benefit and of their succes sors and 
assigns as fully and entirely as the same would have been held and enjoyed by 
ASSIGNOR had this assignment, transfer and sale not been made. ASSIGNOR 
hereby authorizes and requests the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to 
issue all letters patent on said invention to ASSIGNEE. ASSIGNOR agrees to 
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execute all instruments and documents required for the making and prosecution of 
applications for United States and foreign letters patent on said invention, for 
litigation regarding said letters patent, or for the purpose of protecting title to said 
invention or letters patent therefor. 

Executed at the place and date opposite my signature below. 



(^ ^U^ g^Ccity), Massachusetts 
lb. day of 





Rebecca Xiong 



At 

on this 



STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS ) 



COUNTY OF 



) ss. 

) 



This \in day of _M^I^ 1999 ' before me P ersonal| y the 
above-named Rebecca Xiong, who executed the foregoing instrument in my 
presence, and who acknowledged to me that he executed the same of his own free 
will for the purposes set forth therein. 



Notary Public for 
My commission e 1 




[SEAL] 
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Name: Microsoft (^orpotatiefi- 



3. Nature of Conveyance: 

[x] Assignment [] Merger 

[] Security Agreement [] Change of Name . 

[] Other (describe): 

Execution Date: 



Business Address: 
One Microsoft Way 
Redmond, Washington 98052 



Additional name(s) & address(es) attached? [] Yes [x] No 



4. Application number (s) or patent number(s): 
If this document is being filed together with a new application, the execution date of the application is: 



A. Patent Application No.(s) 
09/392,468 



B. Patent No,(s) 



Additional numbers attached? [] Yes [x] No 



5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence 
concerning document should be mailed: 

Mark M. Meininger 

Ipsolon LLP 
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6. Total number of applications and patents involved: 1 
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ASSIGNMENT 

WHEREAS, we, Marc A. Smith and Steven M. Drucker (hereinafter 
referred to as ASSIGNORS), of, respectively, the Cities of Redmond a nd Bellevue, 
of the County of King and the State of Washington, are joint inventors of an 
invention entitled High Density Visualizations for Threaded Information, as described 
and claimed in the specification forming part of an application for United States 
letters patent filed September 9, 1 999 and designated as Application No. 
09/392,468; 

WHEREAS Microsoft Corporation (hereinafter referred to as 
ASSIGNEE), a corporation of the State of Washington having a place of business at 
One Microsoft Way, Redmond, WA 98052, is desirous of acquiring the entire right, 
title and interest in and to the invention and in and to any letters patent that may be 
granted therefor in the United States and in any and all foreign countries; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in exchange for good and valuable 
consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, ASSIGNORS hereby 
sell, assign and transfer unto said ASSIGNEE, the entire right, title and interest in 
and to said invention, said application and any and all letters patent which may be 
granted for said invention in the United States of America and its territorial 
possessions and in any and all foreign countries, and in any and all divisions, 
reissues and continuations thereof, including the right to file foreign applications 
directly in the name of ASSIGNEE and to claim priority rights deriving from said 
United States application to which said foreign applications are entitled by virtue of 
international convention, treaty or otherwise, said invention, application and all 
letters patent on said invention to be held and enjoyed by ASSIGNEE and its 
successors and assigns for their use and benefit and of their successors and 
assigns as fully and entirely as the same would have been held and e njoyed by 
ASSIGNORS had this assignment, transfer and sale not been made. ASSIGNORS 
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hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue 
all letters patent on said invention to ASSIGNEE. ASSIGNORS agree to execute all 
instruments and documents required for the making and prosecution of applications 
for United States and foreign letters patent on said invention, for litigation regarding 
said letters patent, or for the purpose of protecting title to said invention or letters 
patent therefor. 

Executed at the place and date opposite our respective signatures 



below. 




At Redmond, Washington 

on this (s. day nf IV «/vaLv\. 1999 

STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF KING ) 

This ]Q. day of tleJE£/VijL>\ 1999, before me personally came the 
above-named Marc A. Smith, who executed the foregoing instrument in my 
presence, and who acknowledged to me that he executed the same of his own free 
will for the purposes set forth therein. 




Steven M. Drucker 



At Redmond, Washington 

on this day of IXo&nbcr , 1999 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF KING ) 

This ^ day of £te£fiflrtvltn i999, before me personally came the 
above-named Steven M. Drucker, who executed the foregoing instrument in my 
presence, and who acknowledged to me that he executed the same of his own free 
will for the purposes set forth therein. 

S*4^ y -JOaS Notary Public for Washington 

M y commission expires: - I ^ — ^ 00 / 




\ 



ASSIGNMENT - PAGE 3 OF 3 



